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A Trail of U.S. Guns to Poland 


I I £ guaruiiiuri g optrz ti od wi th a X'wisv 

Earlier lids year, U.S. Customs agents 
seized a shipment of 500 Connect) cut -made 
Ruger automatic rifics, clecuonic torture 
devices and a specially armed Cadillac wor* 
tbv of James Bond — all beaded for Polish 
oScialsinV^'arsavi*’. Federal agents had nev- 
er before encountered anyone rrNnng to ‘ 
smuggle arms to the SoNoei bloc, where guns 
arc noi exactly in sbon supply, Thrulrgies^ 
^irancer stiD: autbor ;Ti<r learned Thai the 
tw^oKcw York men arreste d pi- 

ed smuggling. Solomon S chwartz and Leon- 
ard Berg, also bad deahntt s untb o&cials of 
the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agenc y. 

In vesti cators are still trvm c to solve a case 
t fppea.rfed IQ lead deep into the murky 
fehowshipofiritemational arms merchant s. 
Kewcv>^£K has learned that a grand jur y 
hg,^ subpoenaed Leon Lisbon a^ a secunty 
(.YTV . 0 and associzi t of Frank TemiLAbg. 
former CIA employee who ba 5 been charged 
wntb providing arms and torture eouipme nt 
tnUn?>mTna.r Kaddafi and Idi Amin, among 


r ^grs. Lisbona. wbc runs an clecuonic re- 
siore on Madison Avenue, has not .be en 
^hlrg fcd and refused to resr>ond to inou^es 
bv rcponers. But federal authorities believe 
^at be and another TerpiJ friend, 
Korkala. are close! v tied to Berc. Last wee k, 
in an inicr>ncw uHtb Nev^^SWEEK from his 


jgj, ! c.gll where heii^ :^Tmg trial in,^cp£ - 
raj e anns.castJEC oikalaconhrmed ihc asso- 
ciations and said Berg and Lisbona se^ ed 
i p have contacts v.’itb the ClA . If £ connec* 
t ion between the Polish smuggling andjh e 
notcrious T erpi) o peration turns out to exis t, 
the worldwide weapons tra de will look m ore 

than ever lik^aTt ig h t) v knit co nspirac y . 

One unanswered question is whether the 


shipment was pan of a larger deal N^nth 
Polish authorities. Newsu^EK has con- 
hrm ed tb a: th e DlA at 1 cast listen cd to a plot 
batched by Sch wanz and Berg to obtain two 
Soviet -built T-72 tanks from Poland. Wa,sh- 
ington is reponedly interested in analyzing 
thealloys used in the tank’s armor. But there 
is no finn evidence so far that the DIA did 
anvahing except listen, and DlA o&cials 
deny any advance knowledge of the gunrun- 
ning scheme.!^ American inteiligenceagen- 
cies bad been actively involved, federal au- 
Jonties probably would have arranged to 
delay prosecution of Berg and Schwartz, 
w’hohave pleaded not guDty and declined to 
ri^ mm en t, Tuat delay hasn’t happened, sug - 
gesting tha t U.S. intelhgence agencies hav e 
not been compromised . 

Oil Slide Why would Polish communisu 
w’ant to buy U.S. small arms? U.S. authori- 
ties suspect that the Poles cventuaDy in- 
tended to send many of the weapons on to 
SNmpatbttic terrorists — v^’hose atucks, if 
launched ^itb U.S. weapons, could then be 
blamed on the W'cst. But w’by lisk shipping 
the small arms through W’axsaw? And who < 
ordered the cache’s luxury item: the choco- 
late-colored, bulletproof Cadillac? It was 
decked out 007 style; designed xo spun an oil 
slick to tb wan oncoming vehicles, to fire gas 
or smoke grenades, to stanby remote con- 
trol and TO crash barricades. Such cars are i 
not uncommon among rich Arabs or indus- : 
trialists f earful ofkidnapping, bui they show 
up rarely in Easicm Europe, Another prod- 
uct in the mystery’ shipment would no doubt 
find a welcome audience behind the Iron 
Curtain; a dozen Playboy calendars. 
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